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COOPER DAVID WEST —  
STILLBIRTHS AND NEONATAL DEATHS SUPPORT SERVICE–RED NOSE DAY 

Statement 
HON DARREN WEST (Agricultural — Parliamentary Secretary) [6.29 pm]: I will make a very brief 
member’s statement today, as I do every year on 13 September. Members who were here in the last Parliament 
may remember that it is a very sad day for our family. On 13 September 2000, we lost our third child, 
Cooper David. He was stillborn at King Edward Memorial Hospital for Women after a serious interruption to 
Lesley’s pregnancy. He was due to be born the following Monday, and after a placental abruption, we rushed to 
Perth and went through the very traumatic and tragic episode in our lives that was losing a child. Every year we 
think a little more about that on this day and also spare a thought for other parents who have had that experience 
and who regularly visit the cemetery to see the tiny little grave of that child. It is very difficult on families. It is 
particularly difficult for my wife, Lesley, who has suffered terribly through the ordeal—still does and always will. 
We support her as much as we can. She is finally, I think, getting better, but it has been a very long road for her. 
It also makes us appreciate our other two children—Madeleine and Dylan—who we treasure very much because 
we understand that not every pregnancy leads to a healthy and happy child. I take this opportunity to acknowledge 
organisations such as Red Nose and the Stillbirths and Neonatal Deaths Support Service. We work very hard to 
raise funds for those important organisations. I encourage everyone to consider them when they are donating to 
worthy causes. Tomorrow will be another family’s anniversary of the death of their child. It is very common, but 
very tragic. While I am a member of Parliament and I am here on 13 September, I will always remember our day. 
Members: Hear, hear! 
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